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Introduction 

The Media is an important stakeholder to disseminate information and raise awareness throughout society. The 

objective of the ISWA Media Award is to stimulate discussion within the press on waste management issues.  

The ISWA Media Award has the mission to raise social awareness on the necessity of adequate waste 

management and to stimulate journalists to cover important questions relating to waste generation, collection, 

transportation, treatment, and sustainable development in a low carbon economy. 

The award recognizes and rewards journalists who have made a significant contribution to the global public's 

greater awareness and understanding of waste management issues. ISWA believes that recognizing excellence 

in environmental journalism, journalists will be encouraged to increase the quality and quantity of this coverage. 

Participation in the Award is limited to professional journalists. ISWA National Members are invited to inform 

their local media about the award and to encourage authors of relevant high quality articles to enter.  

Each year the award will be guided by a general theme to orientate authors. As ISWA considers sustainability not 

to be a trend, but a reality for both organizations and for individuals, “Beyond Sustainability: new practices for solid waste 

management” will be the theme for this first edition of the ISWA Media Award. 

Sustainability has driven the search for processes that allow development in all dimensions: environmental 

protection, economic development and social equity. Waste reduction, reuse, recycling and energy recovery are 

examples of practices already present in waste management and offer alternatives to the evolution of the 

current environmental scenario.  

The ISWA Media Award has been launched to stimulate journalists to reflect on the new global perspective and 

its consequences for and by the waste sector; and to stimulate a wide-ranging debate on new ways to develop 

waste management around the globe. It is hoped that the press will transport a critical view on future scenarios 

and promote an overhaul of the concepts of sustainable development, assisting in the adoption of new attitudes 

on the part of social actors.  

II – Eligibility and Requirements 

The ISWA Media Award is open to professional journalists from the print and internet media – Newspapers, 

Newsmagazines, Online Newspapers – throughout the world. 

The nominee for the award must be the author or one of the authors of the submitted article. Submissions must 

be forwarded to an ISWA National Member for pre-evaluation. Prior permission of the Publisher of the original 

article is required. 

All submissions must have been published for the first time between 5 April 2011 and 4 April 2012. 



 

ISWA National Members will pre-evaluate the submitted articles and send the best ones to ISWA for final 

evaluation by the Media Award Judging Panel. Extra consideration will be given to articles that address issues 

or initiatives that ISWA can use, duplicate, or implement in the near future. 

To be considered for the award, the article must have been published in the country from where it is submitted. 

Articles must be written in English. If written in any language other than English, the competitor must provide a 

translation in English that is substantially equivalent to the text of the original non-English language version of 

the article. However, it is not necessary that the translation is done by a certified or official translator. The 

translated copy must be submitted at the same time as the original non-English article. 

 

Each article constitutes one entry. Articles which form a series1 will be registered as one entry and will be 

evaluated together. All entry articles must complete one registration form.  

 

III – Judging Panel 

Members of the Judging Panel will be selected from the media, the arts and entertainment industries, NGO 

sector and academia. 

The selection will be based on excellence in journalism as defined by:  

 Impact  

 Originality  

 Detail and substance of reporting  

 Relevance to waste management 

Each member of the Judging Panel will grade the submitted articles according to the established criteria. The 

winning article will be the one with the highest final grade. 

The results of the evaluation will be published on the ISWA website until 5 August 2012. Decisions taken by the Judging 

Panel should be considered final and cannot be appealed. 

 

IV – Award 

The Award will be given to the journalist of the winning article.  

The ISWA Media Award will be presented during the ISWA World Congress Opening Ceremony. The winner will 

be invited at no cost to attend the ISWA Annual Congress (flight, accommodation and congress fee will be 

covered by ISWA) where he/she will receive the Award (certificate and € 1000 prize) and will have the 

opportunity to read his/her article and to follow the conference discussions. The second prize will be an award of 

€ 500 with a certificate, and the third prize a certificate. If the host country of the Annual Congress requires a 

                                                           
1
 Series: several pieces published together as a series, i.e. at regular intervals (for example: 1/week), under the same title and in the 

same section of a newspaper, magazine, or other. 



 

visa, the awarded journalist will be responsible to obtain this authorization themselves. If he/she is required to 

but does not obtain a visa, his/her participation will be cancelled and shall not be entitled to any right to 

compensation or liability of the Organizers. 

 

V – Publication Rights 

Any material submitted during the course of entering the award becomes the property of the Organizers and will 

not be returned. 

In order to promote the Award, each submitter authorizes ISWA to screen or publish his/her articles in whole or 

partially at public or private presentations, wherever and as often as the Organizers think fit. Consequently, each 

journalist, by submitting their article, agrees to allow the Organizers to print or reprint the article. 

Each submitter agrees to hold the Organizers harmless of any claims that may be made against them by reason 

of any such screenings or publishing. Winners have the right to use any award given to them for promotional 

purposes on condition that this is correctly portrayed. 

 

VI – Miscellaneous 

Each submitter accepts full responsibility for the quality of their entry and discharges the Organizers from any 

responsibility in respect of third parties. 

All submitters will strictly observe the Award Rules. Completion and signing/sending of the submission form will 

imply full acceptance by each submitter of the ISWA Media Award Rules. Non-compliance with any of the Rules 

will result in automatic disqualification of the registration. 

The decisions of the Organizers in all matters relating to the ISWA Media Award shall be final and binding. 

Force Majeure - ISWA will accept no liability arising out of circumstances around the organization of the Awards 

beyond its control such as unforeseen cancellation of sponsorships or celebration events cancelled by third 

parties. 


